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Social Issues Conference forges a path for peace

Mary Beth Barker

Bahareh Komei

News Editor

USD students rally against
rape
Today at 12 p.m. in front
of the UC students are hold
ing a rally against rape.
"Expose rape: take a
stand" protests rape, sexual
assault and a culture that
promotes both. The goal is
to promote the awareness of
rape within USD as part of
a larger campaign in the San
Diego community.
Today's rally is intended
to speak against on-campus
rape, as well as gather support
for a Take Back the Night
march in Mission Beach on
Dec. 2.
All students are encouraged
to join the rally and speak out
against the injustices of rape
and sexual assault.
Environmentally friendly
food and fun at Organic
Harvest Festival
T.R.E.E. will host an Or
ganic Harvest Festival today
in front of the UC from 3 - 5
p.m.
Local organic produce and
other items will be sold while
students enjoy live music,
giveaways and receive infor
mation about environmental
awareness.
USD students encouraged
to join in the beach cleanup
USD students are invited
to work alongside UCSD,
SDSU and other universities
in a city -wide effort to clean
Mission Beach.
The event is Nov. 18 and
Starbucks will provide coffee
that morning for participat
ing students. To pre-register,
visit the AS office, UC 225,
UC 161 or visit: http://www.
sandiego.edu/associatedstudents.

Staff Writer

Kate Sullivan
Chief Copy Editor
The 17th annual Social
Issues Conference continues
today with the "I See Rhythm"
presentation by Black Story
Tellers from 11a.m. to 1p.m.
in Shiley Theatre. Today's
events also include a film
review of USD alumnus Juan
Carlos Frey's "The Invisible
Mexicans of Deer Canyon"
presented by the IPJ at 7p.m.
Associate
Director of
Community Service Learn
ing Chris Nayve commented
that the conference's theme,
"Walking Together: Paths
to Peace, Justice and Global
Solidarity," is meant to seek
out global unity in light of
discontent.
Social issues week began
on Monday Nov. 13 with
a presentation from local
American Indian high school
students on the struggles of
California Indians. Tuesday's
events included mural and
shoe painting as a continua-

Gaza war takes
psychological toll

SAFIYA GOVANI/THE VISTA

Shoes are painted on a mural that will be sent to Africa along with the money earned by the fundraiser.

tion of the Art Miles Mural
project.
"These shoes that were
painted will actually be going
to Africa with a lot of the pro
ceeds from the shoes we sell
here. I think that symbolizes
walking on the pathway to
peace." Nayve said.
Tuesday's events continued
with a lecture entitled "The

War on Terror - War of Fear?"
focusing on how the war on
terror has affected peoples'
lives spiritually. Yen le Espiritu, chair of the ethnic studies
department at UCSD, spoke
for the 4th annual Eugene
Labovitz on Wednesday.
The conference will con
tinue on Tuesday with a dis
cussion of best-selling author,

Douglas Brinkley's book,
"The Great Deluge: Hurricane
Katrina, New Orleans and the
Mississippi Gulf Coast."
In UC Forum A-B. Reg
istration is required before
attending conference events;
interested participants can
register at http://www.sandiego.edu/csl or by calling
x4206.

Students stuff their stomachs

Adena Jansen
Photo Editor
Speaking about the war in
the Gaza strip and its psycho
logical impact on children in the
IPJ, Marwan Diab of the Gaza
Community Mental Health
Center pointed to the resilience
of the children and families in
the area.
Pointing to many resources,
video, photographs and studies,
he presented information about
the effects of the war on the

See GAZA, page 2
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Students lined up in anticipation of this years annual Thanksgiving cafeteria experience. Students
were more than satisfied with the mashed potatoes, turkey, stuffing, cranberry sauce and pump
kin pie, bringing feelings of naostalgia and drowsiness that can usually only be found at home.
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Gay marriage ap
proved in South
Africa
An overwhelming
majority passed the
controverisal
Civil
Union bill, recogniz
ing same sex mar
riages.
The bill amends
the traditional Mar
riage Act as a "vol
untary union of two
persons, which is
solemnised and regis
tered by either a mar
riage or civil union,"
rather than between a
man and woman.
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Afghan
women
commit suicide
Women
from
Aghanistan
forced
into arranged mar
riages or abusive
relationships
have
taken to killing them-

selves out of hopelessness.
Not only are these women
taking their own lives,
they do so in a painfully
horrific way: burning. The
women are literally setting
themselves on fire.
The deaths are occuring because these women
feel there is no way out of
their desperate situations
and that death is their only
possible way of escape.
It is suggested that the
rising death toll has been
influenced by the high
number of women's sui
cides in Iran.

Computer
"re-generates" lost limbs
A newly developed
computer program may
have the power to fool the
brain into thinking it can
control amputated limbs.
This software was gen
erated for patients suffer
ing from "phantom limb"
pain. The patient moves
their
remaining
limb

while the software tricks
the brain by pretending
the amputated body part is
moving.
Used effectively, pa
tients feel less pain after a
single session.

Iraq hostages finally
freed
Victims of a mass kid
napping were released
from Baghdad on Nov.
14. Iraqi gunmen, wearing
national police uniforms
abducted between 60 and
100 civilians in broad day
light.
Finally, due to police
raids, the prisoners were
set free. A statement was
released denying that this
event was an act of terror
ism.

Rare stamp
ballot counters

stumps

Ballot
counters
in
Florida's Broward County
found an absentee ballot,
without a return address

label. The envelope was
marked by a rare Inverted
Jenny stamp, which, if
real, would be worth up to

$200,000.
Since there was return
address on the envelope,
by law, the ballot may not
be counted.
Furthermore, if the
stamp is indeed real, its
value will be reduced
anywhere from $100,000
to $20,000 due to its can
cellation in the mailing
process. However, the
owner of this Jenny can
never retreive the stamp
as its origin remains unde
termined.

Police accuse Burger
King of serving mari
juana
Mark Landavazo and
Henry Gabaldon, police
officers in Albuquerque,
have sued the Burger King
corporation, claiming that
on Oct. 8 they were served
hamburgers that had mari
juana sprinkled in them.

Landavazo and Ga
baldon said that they
noticed the marijuana
in the burgers halfway
through eating them
and used a field test
to confirm that the
substance was indeed
marijuana.
Three employees at
Burger King were later
arrested and indicted of
marijuana possession
and battery on an of
ficer. Burger King has
declined to comment
on the lawsuit.

China uses cruise ship
as dating service
China's
latest
matchmaking strategy
is geared toward young
billionares seeking realtionships. The "Love
Boat's" main promise
is attractive women not
found in the usual busi
ness scene. The males
must be worth at least
$250,000 dollars.
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psyche of the residents in
the Gaza Strip. Due to the
culmination of many di
sasters, including the In
tifadas of 1987 and 2000,
poverty is widespread
throughout the region ac
cording to Diab. In fact,
Diab also stated that 64
percent of the residents
of the Gaza Strip live
below the poverty line,
with the malnutrition of
the children reaching the
same level as the children
in Sub-Saharan Africa.
The demolition of 1,867
homes also contributed
to poverty, leaving many
families homeless.
All of these things,
including destruction of
resources and the shut
ting down of the entry
and exits out of the Gaza
strip have led to many
psychological
effects.
Massive panic, anxiety
manifesting as clingingness or unwillingness to
go to school, aggressive
behavior and bed-wetting
have all occurred in chil
dren. Diab also relates
that violence has become
glorified, leading to a vi
cious cycle of violence,

counter-violence and ex
tremism, which continues
to threaten peace making
and security.
The Gaza Community
Mental Health Center,
under the direction of Dr.
Eyad El-Sarraj, is trying
to combat these effects
with programs aimed at
children, women, trauma
victims, religious institu
tions and law enforce
ment. The Women's Em
powerment Program helps
women through rehabili
tation and psychological
care for problems such as
early marriage, domestic
violence and family plan
ning. The children receive
Psychodrama Intervention
where they get to act out
their feelings. They also
have a crisis response
team, which drives around
giving immediate coun
seling and attention to
families in their homes.
The talk on Thursday,
Nov. 9 in the IPJ theatre,
was sponsored by the
Social Issues Committee,
the Joan B. Kroc Institute
for Peace and Justice, the
Department of Psychol
ogy, the Department of
Art and The International
ization Initiative.

HAGGARD GRADUATE
SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY

Angie Horn-Andreu, M.Div., ' 0 7
Director, High School and College Ministries,
Forest Home, Forest Falls, California

LESSON LEARNED: No question threatens God.
MY STORY: Imagine this - a 1 6-year-old comes up to you
and asks how God, who is supposed to be loving, allowed
his friend to die in a car accident. How do you begin to
answer this? I'll tell you how I do it.
To learn more about Angle's inspiring story and explore
the theology programs offered:
www.apu.edu/stories/aandreu
(800) TALK-APU
grad uatecenter@apu.edu
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BEACH CLEAN-UP!!

Mission Beach and Bayside
Saturday, November 18,10:00am
Registration at 9:30, Belmont Park Picnic Area South
of the Roller Coaster by the public restrooms
**Join students from SDSU, UCSD,
Cal State San Marcos, Point Loma and Grossmont College
and make a difference while having fun!
**FREE FOOD** from Starbucks,
Pat and Oscars and more!
Tell your friends!
Scxturday Ni^htatArctmaA'
Music by Michael Tiernan
November 18, 9pm -10pm
BLACK STUDENT UNION presents
GOSPEL JAM!!
Friday, November 17 6pm -7 pm
UC Forum A/B

SENIOR NIGHT
ON THE TOWN
TOMORROW NIGHT
Friday, November 17, 7pm

BE WELL, LIVE WELL...
Hey Toreros,
In honor of the national Great American Smokeout, the Student Health Center
wants to let you in on a few interesting statistics on the benefits of quitting smok
ing. So here they are, thanks to the American Cancer Society:
20 minutes after quitting: Your blood pressure drops to a level close to that before
the last cigarette. The temperature of your hands and feet increases to normal.
8 hours after quitting: The carbon monoxide level in your blood drops to normal.
24 hours after quitting: Your chance of a heart attack decreases.
2 weeks to 3 months after quitting: Your circulation improves and your lung func
tion increases up to 30%.
1 to 9 months after quitting: Coughing, sinus congestion, fatigue, and shortness of
breath decrease; cilia normal function in the lungs, increasing the ability to handle
mucus, clean the lungs, and reduce infection.

In the Gaslamp

FREE FOOD and FREE COVER
before 9:30...BE THERE!
PERSONALS
SENIOR SENATORS
**Kathleen Gallagher**
Major: Business Admin,
Finance
Hometown: Coppell, TX
RA in Borrego
kathleen-07 @ sandiego.edu

**Jennifer Fernandez**
Majors: Poly Sci and Spanish
Hometown: San Marcos (CA)
jennifer-07@ sandiego.edu

1 year after quitting: The excess risk of coronary heart disease is half that of a
smoker's.
5 years after quitting: Your stroke risk is reduced to that of a nonsmoker 5-15
years after quitting.
10 years after quitting: The lung cancer death rate is about half that of a continu
ing smoker's. The risk of cancer of the mouth, throat, esophagus, bladder, kidney,
and pancreas decreases.
15 years after quitting: The risk of coronary heart disease is that of a nonsmoker's.
These are some pretty awesome statistics, so if you are planning to quit smoking,
this might offer you a little extra encouragement. Oh, and don't forget November
22 nd is the last day to turn in the ACHA health survey and enter a raffle to win
$500!!! Check your e-mail for details. Good luck Toreros!
Your very own A.S. Director of Wellness
-Charles Mansour

Loving Our Beaches
Contact these lovely ladies with any com
ments or concerns regarding the senior class.
Look for more fun events to come!
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Student volunteers renovate a home in Linda Vista
Vanessa Guzman
Managing Frlitnr

The Thanksgiving House
Project has changed the lives
of two Linda Vista residents.
MBA in partnership with BA
students worked through two
weekends (Nov. 4-5 and Nov.
11-12) at nine hours each day to
refurbish a home.
In a ceremony this past
Sunday, students presented a
fully renovated home to broth
ers George and Ed Trew, the
latest recipients of the Thanks
giving House project.
"I feel overwhelmed right
now. I think this is one way that
God is just blessing me and you
guys are all his angels," George
said to a crowd of students and
volunteers. The Trew brothers
are active members of the Linda
Vista community.
Now, in its ninth year,
Thanksgiving House is a yearly
event put on by founder Barbara
Withers, Professor of Opera
tions and Project Management,
as a chance for students enrolled
in her Project Management
class to apply course material to
a community service project in
the Linda Vista community.
"It's amazing how well they
did. They learned as they went
along...[The students] did some
remarkable things and some
really took to it," Withers said.
"Someone else in the past
asked 'Why don't you just team
up with Habitat for Human
ity?' but that doesn't work for
this course because they need
bodies, they want volunteers.

My students need to do all the
planning."
The work to the house
included putting up dry wall
in the bathroom and kitchen,
re-carpeting the living room,
installing a new washer and
dryer, patching up the ceiling
and replacing termite infested
wood.
"The ceiling was caving in
because the roof was leaking.
It leaked for years and the plas
ter in the ceiling would get wet
and it was starting to sag and
cave in. But you know what, it
was a blessing that we inherited
this house, even though it was
falling apart because we have
nowhere else to go," George
Trew said.
In the beginning, students
felt overwhelmed with the long
list of tasks that needeed to be
done. Graduate student Thu
Sun said, "[The house] was a
little bit outdated. We had a lot
of paneling to do and I think a
lot of us just aren't experienced
in doing stuff like that."
The Thanksgiving House
team was composed of 17 stu
dents led by graduate students
Melissa Shuton and Erin Cady.
The group was divided into
teams according to the differ
ent aspects of the renovation
process, such as the electrical
and plumbing team.
Nicole Meneth led the
fundraising team and said they
raised about $8,000 on their
own through a raffle for two
iPods and certificates donated
by Richard Bartell, an alum
nus, with Bartell Hotels for a

ADENA JANSENAHE VISTA

Students paint windows while rennovating a house in Linda Vista as a service project for their class.

weekend stay at The Dana Point
hotel.
"I loved this experience and
I love these people and I've
made so many new friends. It
was a really good bonding ex
perience," Meneth said about
her Thanksgiving House expe
rience. Meneth also said that
all the work was well worth it
because the Trew brothers are
very deserving of this project.
George Trew worked for
26 years at Montgomery High
School and two years at Kear
ney High School. He is current
ly working at a local school and
believes his position might be in
jeopardy in the future. Outside
of work he contributes a large
part of his time to community
service as a youth group leader
and Eucharistic minister at Holy
Family Church. Ed worked at

Farrell's for years, but recently
lost his job because the local
ice cream parlor went out of
business.
According to the School of
Business Administration web
site, the Thanksgiving House
Project demonstrates the vol
unteers' ongoing commitment
to developing socially respon
sible leaders who enrich the
communities they serve.
A large part of the proj
ect was due to contributors,
several local businesses and
individuals, who donated their
time and resources to the proj
ect. For example, according
to a recent press release, The
Burnham-Moores Center for
Real Estate has helped fund
the project since 1998 and has
raised $11,000 in cash contri
butions from Mission Federal

Credit Union, PMI Foundation,
Neighborhood National Bank,
Salvatore Appraisal Services
and other businesses. Other
contributors include Reno Con
tracting, Inc., led by CEO Matt
Reno, an alumnus.
The end product was a testa
ment of the impact students can
have on their comunity.
Undergraduate
student
Ashley Hightower said, "It's a
class unlike anything else I've
ever taken and rather than just
sitting in a lecture it's really
hands on and you get real life
experience. And when things
go wrong and they don't go
as planned you have to work
around it, that's life."
Project Management with
Professor Withers will be avail
able as an undergraduate course
for the first time next fall.

Workshop provides useful tips to help avoid stress
Adie Ludwig

Staff Writer

As the end of the semester
approaches, many students
realize they still have a solid
workload including group
projects, presentations and
term papers.
With all of these obliga
tions, it is only natural to feel
stressed out. On the evening
of Wednesday Nov. 8, there
was a seminar in IPJ called
"Maximizing Student Poten
tial- Strategies to Survive Col
lege Admissions and Thrive
on Campus."
Although the seminar was
geared toward high-school
students and their parents as
they prepare for college, there
were many important points
for college students as well.
One of the speakers was
Regina Fleming, MD, Direc
tor of USD student health ser
vices. The topic of her focus
was called, "Stress, Students

and Sickness-'Under Pres
sure.'"
"At USD, we are deeply
committed to the well-being
of students and family," Flem
ing said. "We take the issue of
students and stress very seri
ously."
Fleming referred to data
from the fall .2004 National
College Health Association.
There was a study taken of
24,804 students from over 200
colleges to find out factors that
contribute to poor academic
performance.
According to Fleming's
presentation, this study is "the
largest known comprehensive
data set on health of college
students."
The results showed stress
was the first out of the top ten
factors that negatively influ
ence academic performance.
Coming in second and third
were sickness and sleep diffi
culties. Fleming did a sample
of students who came into the

health center and the results
were similar. Essentially, the
more stress one has, the more
prone to illness one is.
Fleming said there are many
medical conditions that can
become worse due to stress.
The conditions include head
ache, abdominal pain, insom
nia, cardiovascular disease,
backaches and rashes.
"Stress can account for, or
play a role in, the majority
of illnesses and health com
plaints of college students,"
Fleming said.
Dr. Jean McPhee, a psychol
ogist in La Jolla and founder of
SMART Performance, spoke
about stress management strat
egies. She described stress as
being, "...an individual thing.
It's your perception."
She advised students to
take four simple steps when
they are stressed out. "Stop
(recognize signs of stress in
body), breathe (protect your
self from the harmful effects

of stress by relaxing), reflect
(manage your attention and
increase your awareness) and
choose (focus on the parts of
you life you can control)."
Ultimately, McPhee said
that it is the individual's ability
to decide how to think about
things.
She quoted Albert
Bandura who said, "The best
predicator of how a student
will perform is the student's
belief in how they will per
form."
By remaining positive and
trying to do one's best, one
won't achieve perfection but
will find satisfactory results.
McPhee suggests imagining
yourself doing okay whether
it's in school, with family or
in the workplace.
The last speaker was the
energetic Marilee Jones, the
Dean of Admissions at MIT.
Jones characterized the dif
ferent generations and their
characteristics.
She calls anyone born after

1979 "the Millenials." Es
sentially, "the Millenials"
characteristics are "business,
optimistic, focused on com
munity, hardworking and
group centered."
But unfortunately, they are
also, "the most anxious, sleepdeprived and poorly nourished
group."
Jones said perfectionism is
a disease. It is impossible for
anyone to do everything per
fect. She also said, "Creation
comes from failure."
"Bad things can happen.
You've just got to roll with it,"
Jones said.She suggested two
helpful tips of advice. First,
don't study on your bed. In
stead, use your desk for study
ing.
It's important to separate
the two so that when you are
in your bed you don't always
think about homework. Sec
ondly, you must adopt a new
mantra, "Excellence, not per
fectionism."
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public safety report
Copeiy Library: At approx Mission Crossroads: At ap
imately 6:40 p.m. Pub proximately 1:44 p.m.
lic Safety responded Public Safety responded
to a request from the to a report of the theft
library staff to remove of a bicycle. Upon in
an individual that was vestigation the cable
no longer welcome and lock used to secure the
was refusing to leave. bicycle had been cut.
Upon investigation the The owner of the bike
individual was contact claimed to have seen a
ed and complied with white male riding his
the Officer's request to bicycle but he was no
longer in the area.
leave the library.

report of two stop signs
being vandalized with
spray paint. Facilities
management was con
tacted to remove the
paint.

Gamino Hall: At approxi
mately 10:38 a.m. Pub
lic Safety responded to
a report of a bathroom
being vandalized. Upon
investigation feces were
Physical Plant: At approxi Main Kiosk: At approxi found in the bathroom
mately 8:07 a.m. Public mately 2:48 p.m. Public sink.
Safety responded to a Safety responded to a
report of a tool box lock report of a suspicious
10 Hall: At approxi
that had been cut open. white male that was
Upon investigation no making inappropriate mately 9:19 a.m. Public
comments to a female. Safety responded to a re
items were missing.
Upon investigation the port of a bathroom that
Palomar: At approxi individual was contact had been vandalized.
mately 2:54 p.m. Pub ed and he complied with Upon investigation fe
lic Safety responded the request to leave the ces were found smeared
in a toilet stall.
to a report of a change campus.
machine and vending
machine that appeared West Kiosk: At approxi Mission B: At approxi
to have been tampered mately 3:28 p.m. Public mately 1:10 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a Safety received a report
with.

of a bike being stolen.
Upon investigation the
chain lock used to se
cure the bicycle had
been cut.

University Terrace Apart
ments: At approximately
12:27 a.m. Public Safe
ty responded to a com
plaint of excessive noise
coming from a residence
hall room. Upon investi
gation the resident was
contacted and complied
with the request to keep
the noise level down.

Public Safety: At approxi
mately 1:37 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a
report of a student that
was recieving harass
ing phone calls from an
unknown number. The
student was advised to
contact Public Safety if San Juan: At approxi
the calls persisted.
mately 6:01 p.m. Public
Safety responded to a
report of a student that
icnester Village: At ap was recieving harass
proximately 12:18 a.m. ing phone calls from an
Public Safety responded unknown number. The
to a report of loud yell student was advised to
ing coming from a resi contact Public Safety if
dent hall room. Upon the calls continued.
investigation the area
was quiet and there was If you need help or see
no one in the area. One something suspicious, con
resident was contacted tact Public Safety at ext.
but was found not to be 777
the source of the noise.

with David Wright

Senior Loan Consultant with American Home Mortgage
Danielle Levy: So David, where do you see rates going into the New Year?
David Wright: Great question, and it is one that concerns all of us in the financially
mobile community! Considering the state of the national economy and the current
political changes we may see a slight uptick in interest rates,
however, what change we will see will not be of the caliber to substantially damage first time homebuyer's 'buying
power'.
Danielle Levy: David, what does it take to be a top lender in the industry?
David Wright: That is a question I ask myself all the time, and I believe that like many other service based
professions one must put their client's needs and wants first above all else while at the same time maintaining a high
level of financial knowledge, integrity, and passion for what you do. We win business based on our market expertise
and attention to detail; this is undeniably our competitive edge.
Danielle Levy: Are there any properties that are harder to get financing for? Like conversions, new homes, bank
owned properties?
David Wright: Not any more. There will always be conditions in terms and rates, however we have a loan program
with great rates for pretty much any scenario. Lending is far mare sophisticated now than it has ever been and
American Home Mortgage is among the top lenders in the country; specializing in loans many other banks can't
even do! For the first time buyer a CalFHA program has been the most successful; there are just few loan programs
out there that can beat the payments. Call me if you have any questions at 858.457.8627
Thanks!!

The O'Byrne Team

David Wright

Seth O'Byrne & Keke Jones
RE/MAX Associates, Realtors
858.869.3940 direct

Senior Loan Consultant
American Home Mortgage
858.457.8627 direct

View Homes Online for Free!
www.OByrneTeam.com
TT

I

American Home Mortgage

Dt=J
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Sarah Miller Opinion Editor

Opinion

smiller@usdvista.com

Financial aid issues frustrate students
filled out incorrectly, technological
problems, unsigned papers or many
other problems. Applications for aid
are usually due around tax season.
Students are e-mailed by April saying
whether or not they have received finan
cial aid. The student is responsible to
fill out the appropriate paperwork to
ensure they receive the correct funds.
The next notification on payment is the
first bill in July, soon followed by the
Sarah Miller
second bill one month later.
A postcard and two e-mails also go
Opinion Fditnr
out in Aug. reminding people of impor
With such expensive tuition costs for tant payment deadlines. The third bill
college across the nation, it is under is sent in Sept. The day after tuition is
standable that more and more students due in full, if still unpaid, the university
need financial aid. In fact, 68 percent of calls the student's local number, as well
USD students are receiving some form as any numbers in the register. They
of financial aid, according to Teresa also send two copies of the first demand
Major, Manager of Student Financial letter, one locally, the other certified
return-receipt to the billing address.
Services.
This letter informs students of the
This means that hundreds of students
apply for loans, scholarships and other payment problem and the consequences
forms of aid every year. Most of the that will incur if they do not pay. This
time, if aid is awarded, it will be pro semester, this first letter, according to
Cynthia Sanchez, Senior Student Ac
cessed without any problems.
However, like most things in life, this counts Representative, notified around
is not always the case. Every year due 565 students.
A second and final demand letter
to various reasons loans or other forms
went out one month later. After Oct.
of aid do not get processed properly.
This can leave students in the lurch: 23, students were sent a certified returnremoved from classes, removed from receipt letter informing them they were
on-campus housing, without a meal plan being purged from their classes, hous
and owing thousands of dollars. Every ing and the university.
Once purged, the student must pay
case of financial aid crises of which I
have heard has been completely trau the remaining balance in full often
amounting to thousands of dollars or
matic and negligent of students' needs.
Then again, I had only heard the stu take a leave of absence for the semester.
dents' side. I went on a search to figure The next semester the student may be
out exactly what the university policy reinstated.
It seems straightforward enough.
is that would render a student purged
from the university registry and forced However, when we begin to examine a
few students' stories, this policy seems
to move back home.
Financial aid can run into numerous to fail in crucial areas. Take alum Matt
glitches, including paperwork being Steele. By second semester his senior

When the student asked for infor
year, he had learned to check in with the
mation
on how to pay a grand sum of
Student Accounts before the start of the
$17,000 dollars, she was told to use her
semester.
Upon checking, he discovered a credit card, as if that were possible for
hold on his account, of which he had a student. Regardless of whether or not
not been informed once (either at his you can pay that amount immediately,
local address or at his billing address) using a credit card is horrible advice
and was told they had no record of his to give to a student in a financial situ
ation.
FAFSA.
When talking with numerous other
What ended up being a small clerical
error, however, forced him to take out students and faculty, the grand consen
another loan due to the small fraction sus is there is an enormous problem
of aid he was given caused by missing with the communication between Fi
the due date from another person's mis nancial Aid, Student Accounts and the
students.
take.
Mary Jane Towne-Denton, the Fi
On top of that, he was then forced to
crash all his classes one week before the nancial Aid Counselor for Loans and
semester started, not an easy task with Judy Lewis Logue, the Director of Fi
a minimum of classes available for a nancial Aid both claim that the transfer
from the old Legacy system, to the new
second semester senior.
Matt had current, accurate contact Banner Luminus system will fix a lot
information on his account enabling the of the problems the current system is
departments to contact him with any encountering, especially technological
problems. The fact that he was not noti glitches. However, that system will not
fied is a mystery. In Matt's own words, be in place until the year 2008-2009.
In the meantime, students are advised
"I don't think a semester of college
to
maintain
a watchful eye on their ac
went by without a severe, potentially
counts, as well as to keep current, ac
crippling problem with financial aid."
Take a second story: a current sopho curate contact information for a local
more who was on the purged list for this address.
Yet, it is obvious that the policy has
semester is currently trying to figure out
some failures that don't seem to be get
how to fix her situation.
In her case, her loan encountered a ting addressed, especially since some
problem and the university did not try do have current information. If students
to contact her at all. She said, "I didn't are consistently uninformed by the uni
receive a call. I didn't receive an e-mail. versity of these situations, the students
I didn't receive any mail. The first time are not to blame, but they still unfairly
I was notified was from my chemistry suffer all the consequences. With the
teacher informing me after class one amount of students requiring financial
day." Considering university policy aid, and the cost of tuition rising yearly,
to inform the student as well, it seems major problems in communication like
rather bizarre that a professor was the these are seriously concerning.
It is unacceptable for so many stu
informant.
In her situation, her mother was dents to have financial aid issues while
unable to understand the few letters she pawning off mistakes to technological
did receive, due to a language barrier.
glitches that don't hold up.

Iran prepares for diplomatic talks with US
United Nations must maintain watchful eye on uranium enrichment programs
Bahareh Komei
Staff Writer
Iran has notoriously been labeled as
one of the three axis-of-evil countries
since it was announced during George
W. Bush's state of the union address.
Along with Iraq and North Korea,
Iran is a country that needs to be
watched because it is a large inter
national threat. Iran's state news pro
gram, IRNA, noted that the UN has
paid a visit to the country's atomic
sites.
The IRNA also reported that the
International Atomic Energy Agency
inspectors "have visited uranium con
version and enrichment facilities in
Isfahan and Natanz, central Iran."
Iranian officials claim they are
solely enriching uranium in an effort
to produce nuclear fuel. However, we
should not readily accept this reason.
The enrichment of uranium is key
when making nuclear weapons. It may
very well only serve as a decoy and

allow the nation to proceed with the
development of atomic weapons.
Countries such as Britain, China,
France, Russia, Germany and the
United States have joined together
under the UN Security Council to
converse about Iranian nuclear devel
opment.
These nations are currently discuss
ing sanctions to place against Iran in
the future since Iran refused to halt
their enrichment progress "in return
for a package of incentives offered by
world powers," mentioned Iran Focus,
a website on news and information on
Iran.
Due to the assumption that Iran
could secretly be building nuclear
weapons, the United States has broken
off diplomatic ties.
In Tehran, the country's capital, of
ficials resent the suspicion about their
supposed nuclear weapon program.
They stated that the program is aiming
towards peaceful purposes.
Mohammad Ali Hosseini, foreign

ministry spokesman, said, "If there
is any official request about regional
issues, we are ready to review it,"
noted by USA Today News.
In addition to the UN advising Iran
to not enrich uranium, the United
States is persistently suggesting Iran
quit enriching uranium as a prerequi
site of solving any disputes.
In May, Iraq will officially be dis
cussed with neighboring country, Iran.
Since Iran agreed to this meeting, the
United States decided to hold the ses
sion.
Mohammad Ali Hosseini does not
like the idea of harsh punishment due
to their unwillingness to discuss their
program in detail. He said, "Back to
negotiation is the best amendment.
Nothing else will be effective and will
bear desirable result. Russia clearly
has announced that they did not sup
port the current draft," reported Daily
News—Leading News Resource of
Pakistan.
The European draft advocates "all

countries to cease supplying material
or technology that could contribute to
Iran's nuclear and missile programs.
It would also impose a travel ban and
asset freeze on companies, individuals
and organizations involved in those
programs," said Forbes Online.
Both Russia and China are support
ing dialogue versus UN punishment.
As a nation, we should strive to
wards a cooperative talk with Iran
and hope that we can prevent nuclear
weaponry.
However, the US and the UN should
keep a close eye on Iran because of
their unwillingness to compromise.
Yet again, the UN should not make
rash decisions and rush into placing
sanctions; we should be sure we are
not wrongfully accusing Iranians.
We can try to prevent another Iraq
like scenario. Our focus should be
shifting towards Iran and make every
effort to not have to invade another
country and put innocent citizens
through a traumatic experience.
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Borat reveals hidden racism in Americans nationwide
Mollie Watschke
Guest Writer

Borat: Cultural Learnings of
America to Make Benefit Glo
rious Nation of Kazakhstan has
been the subject of a lot of con
troversy in the past few weeks
and I'm sure it will cause even
more in the next few months.
The movie is supposed to be
a documentary made by Borat
Sagdiyev, a journalist from Ka
zakhstan, who travels around
the United States to learn about
our culture. Borat is actually a
creation of British comedian
Sacha Baron Cohen, and a fea
ture character on Cohen's "Da
Ali G Show."
The nation of Kazakhstan
and several people who appear
in Borat are now threatening
to sue Sacha Baron Cohen for
misrepresenting them on film.
ABC News reports that Mi
chael Pscenicska, the owner of
the driving school Borat attends,
car salesman Jim Sell, and two
South Carolinan university stu
dents are all contemplating law
suits, but for different reasons.

Most of the people in Borat
actually thought that they were
going to be in a documentary
for a foreign government and
had no idea that this would
be shown in the United States
where their actions would be
judged by their peers and
neighbors.
The content of the
film is also under
attack.
Borat's
racist
remarks
and blatant antiSemitism have
come
under
criticism from
a variety of
groups
that
represent ethnic
interests. MTV
The
Anti-Defa
mation
League
has complained to
HBO about Borat's
anti-Semite comments, al
though Cohen is Jewish.
The European Center for
Antiziganism Research, who
research discrimination against
gypsies also filed a complaint
in Germany charging that Co

hen's character incites violence
against gypsies.
What I say to all these people
is: Borat is not the problem, you
are. And you need to learn how to
take a

joke.
As our country becomes
increasingly litigious and politi
cally correct, crossing the line is

the new humor.
We are too politically cor
rect and this is not evidence of
a society that has obliterated
racism, it just hides our racism,
as Borat demonstrates in many
comical discussions.
He is not really
racist, he does it
for
comedy's
sake, but the
people
he
features in
his film
and TV
show are
racist
and antiSemite.
That is
the only
part of the
movie that
frightened me.
When Borat can
go into a gun store
and ask the owner what
gun would be the best to kill
a Jew and the owner considers
for a minute and then answers:
"a 9 millimeter," that is what
should concern people, not his

Rumsfeld resignation looks promising

comedy.
Today's comedy is all about
"crossing the line." Some people
do it because it's popular, others
do it as a demonstration of the
ills in our society.
Kazakhstan's
complaints
against Cohen center around
his misrepresentation of the
country. Although Cohen may
in fact be making fun of their
country, he also claims that he
is illustrating our ignorance of
foreign countries and also for
eign languages:
I think we should take note
of this and learn from it because
the vast majority of Americans
know little to nothing about
other countries.
All in all, anyone's disgust
with Borat should be disgust
with our country.
Cohen has shaped his char
acter to match our country's
weaknesses:
still-pervasive
racism and anti-Semitism as
well as our ignorance of other
countries.
We should learn from Borat
and try to educate our own
populace before we sue him.

Classifieds

ill the Bush Administration set a new agenda or maintain its policies?
Mark Heisey
Cnpv Fditor
He stayed the course for
three and a half years, but fi
nally, he cut and ran. Donald
Rumsfeld resigned as secre
tary of state last Wed., just
hours after the GOP was
thumped in the midterm elec
tions.
Which begs the question:
Why, and why now? Well,
there's not much disagree
ment as to the why. Iraq has
not been going well for some
time.
According to the New
York Times, 105 American
soldiers were killed in Iraq in
the month of Oct., the highest
monthly death toll since Jan.
2005.
Violence and US casual
ties in Iraq have been steadily
increasing, yet Rumsfeld con
tinually insisted that things
were beginning to get better.
As the main architect of Op
eration Iraqi Freedom, most
of the blame for continuing
sectarian violence and troop
casualties has fallen on Rums
feld, not without reason.
Rumsfeld's
shortsighted
plan for Iraq has caused in
numerable problems for the
country and for our troops.
He was unwilling to recog
nize that his strategies weren't
working, causing unaccept

able and unnecessary deaths.
His ridiculous scheme to
oversimplify politicians into
"stay-the-coursers" and "cut'n-runners" left no room for
a middle ground or a new and
more effective strategy for the
war. His poor leadership and
inflexible war plan coerced
Washington into a choice be
tween being loyal to his plan
and being labeled as unpatri
otic.
The nation needs a new
strategy for Iraq. Rumsfeld,
the main strategist of the war,
was unwilling to refine the
US's war operations. There
fore, the only available option
was to get rid of Rumsfeld.
It seems simple, so how
did he remain the secretary of
state until last Wed? Why did
he resign now?
Rumsfeld offered to leave
numerous times before, but
each time Bush would not
accept his resignation. Recent
ly, however, Bush reassessed
the situation and began to con
sider replacing Rumsfeld.
As many as six weeks
before the midterm election,
Bush was ready to name
Robert Gates as the new sec
retary of defense.
Yet he waited until the
election, only to try to retain
critical votes by not admitting
that Rumsfeld no longer had
Bush's confidence.

This sort of ploy to try to
win a few votes is even more
despicable than the worst
smear campaign. Soldiers are
dying every day, and as soon
as the president realized that
Rumsfeld needed to go, which
was a feat in itself, he should
have replaced him.
Ironically, keeping Rums
feld until after the election
probably lost votes for the
Republicans. Bush's failure

to get rid of Rumsfeld was
perceived by many as an in
ability to recognize and fix a
problem that was so obvious
to so many people.
Despite unnecessary delays,
Rumsfeld's resignation and
the appointment of Gates is
promising. Finally, it seems
the Bush administration is
ready to set a new course, one
that will bring better results in
Iraq.

The Vista's commitment
to accuracy
See a mistake in this issue?
Send corrections and clarifications
to
Managing Editor
Vanessa Guzman
by e-mail:
vguzman@usdvista.com
or call:
(619) 260-4584

"Looking for a
home in
San Diego?
We just put a
Foreclosure Property
in escrow with a
USD Alum under
$200,000 near USD!
Your campus rent
is higher than many
mortgages!
- Seth O'Byrne,
USD ALUM and
RE/MAX Realtor
(858) 869-3940"

Pilates Mat Classes
in Pacific Beach.
First Class FREE!
All levels welcome.
Call Claire at 760-4028225 or visit
www.rootsofmovement.
org
for schedule and
location."
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Student stresses obesity as primary weight issue
Pat O'Shea
Guest Writer
After a long, hard day of
classes I made the trek across
campus to return to my room in
the Bahias.
I always tend to forget how
beautiful our campus is, not to
mention how beautiful most of
the students are as well.
On this particular day, I took
special care to notice the pretty
sights on campus as I strolled
back to my humble abode.
When I reached the third floor
of the Bahias, grateful that the
elevator made it, I was frozen
in my tracks when my eyes
locked on something truly dis
turbing.
It was a flyer
tacked on the wall
that read, "Just Say
NO Weigh: Cel
ebrating Ourselves
and Our Bodies." I
was appalled at what
stared back at me.
Could this be
true? Could the
university truly be
supporting
such
slander? I began
to laugh. "Surely this must be
some perverse joke," I thought.
But alas, my fellow students, it
was not.
The flyer went on to say, "
Stop worrying about how you
look! What you weigh! How
much you eat!" I was aghast,
during a time when our country

is facing an obesity epidemic
this flyer
borders on being
criminal.
I cannot believe that there
are people out there that think
it is okay for Americans to not
worry about how much they eat
or what they weigh. That type
of thinking is what has gotten
our country to the esteemed
position of fattest nation in the
world.
Now I know there are those
of you out there who are going
to say, "Pat, obesity is one
thing, but what we're talking
about is the celebration of an
orexic looking celebrities in our
society." To those individuals I
would respond, "Obesity is as

tive people. I tip my waitress
more if she's cute even when I
don't get what I ordered.
People idolize celebrities,
and celebrities are thin and at
tractive. After all, you don't
see kids running around trying
to look like Jared pre-Subway
diet.
Is it wrong that our world
is dominated by people who
are more inclined to give jobs,
opportunities and breaks to
healthy, attractive looking
people? Yes.
But to protest this by pushing
students towards eating habits
that are unhealthy contributes
to the even worse problems of
gluttony, cardiac disease and a
- generaldisdain
for Americans
by foreigners
who control
their
eating
habits.
This flyer
really
only
serves
one
purpose, and
that purpose
is to damage
young
peo
ple's futures,
which should be the last thing
this university supports.
USD should definitely re
think its support of program
ming models that encourage
unhealthy eating habits, glut
tony and worst of all, unattrac
tiveness.
For the amount of benefit

USD should definitely rethink
its support of programming

models that encourage unhealthy
eating habits, gluttony
and unattractiveness.
Pat O'Shea

much of an eating disorder as
anorexia."
Additionally in America,
and especially here in South
ern California, sayings like
"sex sells" and "thinner is the
winner" are accepted truths.
It is time that we face the
hard facts about the world we
live in. Americans like attrac

GRAPHIC DESIGN BY ASHTON TESKE

The USA has the highest rate of obesity in the world, according to
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention

one can get from savoring fatty
foods without restraint there is a
severe cost: you will never look
nor feel as good as you could
if you simply considered what
you ate before thoughtlessly
ravaging everything in sight.
I believe in moderation,

exercise and a conscious disci
pline towards maximizing the
benefits of one's attractiveness.
This is a realistic goal.
In closing, as my friend,
Patrick Bateman says, "You
can always be thinner...look
better."

Democrats pressured to deliver after elections
Stephen Britt
Staff Writer
Last week Rhode Island
Senator Lincoln Chafee, de
scribed by many, including
the "National Journal's" con
gressional rating, as the "most
liberal Republican in office,"
stood before a subdued and
teary-eyed crowd and admit
ted his defeat, saying, "The
tide was against us, and our
opponent's coffers were over
whelming, and the rage toward
our president was insurmount
able," adding that his record
was "no match for this perfect
storm" as quoted in the New
York Times.
Although this is just one ex
ample of a senator being swept
away by the political tide
change the country has taken,
it represents one of the most
extreme examples of such.
Chafee was disavowed by
his own party at times due to
his voting record in favor of
same-sex marriage, abortion
rights and the fact that he was
the only Republican to vote
against sending our troops to

Iraq.
He didn't even vote for
Bush in the 2004 election, stat
ing that he wrote in "Bush's
father's name" on the ballot in
protest.
And yet somehow even this
man was unable to escape his
party affiliation - something
that
happened
from
congres
sional elections
in Indiana to
Senate elections
in Rhode Island.
This election
did not so much
signify a major
turning
in the way the
American people
think
towards
every issue; it
marked the end of
instilling absolute
trust in the Republican Party.
For Chafee, a man who even
his opponent admitted was "a
nice guy" and who had a voting
record in the past that was about
as anti-Bush as one could find
on the right side of the aisle,
defeat came because he sat on

that right side. The same could
be said of many other elections
throughout the nation.
Every decade, there comes a
time in which there is a turning
point our country goes through
politically, whether it comes in
a congressional or presidential
election. Nov. 7 was that point

disgusted by Bush's changing boro that if the Democrats win,
stories, from originally claim "The terrorists win and America
ing that Iraq had WMDs to his loses" as President Bush said
saying only one week before one week before the election,
the election that if we didn't may have worked in 2002 and
win, we would "lose protection 2004, but the American people
of the country's vast oil fields," were not ignorant enough to
voters became fed up and used buy it a third time.
their votes to say so.
Halfway across the country
People simply from Chafee, another straightgot tired of being laced Republican senator from
lied to.
There Missouri, Jim Talent, suffered
are only so many a similar blow, losing in one
times a party of the closest elections in the
can claim to be nation. "I don't think Talent did
the one that rep anything wrong, but I just want
resents
morals to see the Senate stirred up a
while
taking bit - see if we can make some
bribes and cover changes," one of the voters
ing up shadowy who chose his opponent said as
sex scandals.
quoted on MSNBC.com.
There are only
In a larger sense, this is
so many times a what the country did across the
party can claim board. When given the choice
to be the one that between the same old thing and
represents fiscal responsibility change, America finally chose
while running up the biggest the latter. Now it will be the
deficit since Lyndon Johnson Democrats' turn to see if they
and dumping $341 billion into actually do anything with this
the Iraq War.
power or simply are confined
Ostracizing their opponents to being a party committed to
by telling Americans at Georgia Bush bashing. Let's hope they
Southern University in States- follow through.

There are only so many times a

party can claim to be the one that
represents fiscal responsibility

while running up the biggest deficit

since Lyndon Johnson and dumping
$341 billion into the Iraq War.
Stephen Britt

for this decade.
It was a time in which people
stood up and said, "Enough is
enough," and decided to stand
up to those who ran things and
look for a change.
Now that only about a third
of the country supports the
war and many have become
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Miller Brewing Co. and
Mesa Distributing Co., Inc.
are offering up to

"It's one thing to write a business
plan, it's another to execute it."
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to Juniors, Seniors and
Graduate Students*
who "Live Responsibly."
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ZACH MILLER, B.S. '98, MBA '02

AZUSA PACIFIC

Entepreneur, business owner
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Applications and information
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Office of Alumni Relations
Degheri Alumni Center
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BORDER INITIATIVE
Present the

GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT
Thursday, November 16, 2006
Are You Ready To Quit Smoking?
FREE Tobacco Cessation Counseling and
Quit Kits are Available through
USD
Student Health Services

(619) 260-4595
COMMIT TO QUITTING SMOKING TODAY
and be entered in a raffle to win one of ten Jamba Juice gift cards
Be among the first 5 people to turn in a pack of cigarettes and
QUIT "COT.D TURKEY" with a FREE Deli Sandwich compliments of
USD Dining Services

2nd

at the
ANNUAL GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT
CAMPUS EVENT
Outside the UC
Thursday, November 16, 2006
8 am to 2 pm

Thank you to our sponsors:

Tofcecce Free

Hi BlueCross
of California
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Hey USD guys and girls!
Looking for a fun and
exciting internship or career?
My name is Joe, you may
know me as an intramural
official, but now I work
for the #1 college graduate
recruiting company in the
nation.
I have a great job suited
for young, competitive,
and hardworking people
like you and me. With a
great management training
program, pay and benefits
that are hard to match, and a
fun work environment, who
wouldn't want to join my
team?
We are always looking for
new members so if you have
any interest or any questions
give me a call at
(847)-417-9420,1 can get you
an interview.
I'll put in a good word for
you! Joe

Need Extra Cash for the
Holidays?
It's possible to cover everyone
on your list & more working at
HEPCat!
HEPCat has tons of temporary
part-time positions for:
- Servers
- Bartenders
- Meeters & Greeters
- Dishers
- Bussers
- Chefs/Cooks
• Housekeepers and much more!!
We provide training and
advancement in the Hospitality
Industry!
Daily & Weekly Pay! Work
Today, Get Paid Tomorrow!
Flexible Work Schedules!
Group interviews/ Open House
take place on: Mondays thru
Thursdays at 10:30 am, 1:30
pm& 4:30 pm SHARP! Se
Habla Espanol!
Apply Today, Start Tomorrow!
814 Morena Boulevard, Suite
210-San Diego, call (888)4721829!! www.HEPCat.jobs
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USD's Logo Facelift:
Ashley McLean Feature Editor amclean@usdvista.com
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cross is too small,
it will be lost when
reprinted on business
cards

"The type is not original and not even
that different from what USD has now.
If they want to emphasize the school's
architecture, they should emphasize the
beautiful detail of the sculptures on the
different buildings rather that simplifying
the structures down to simple lines and
geometric forms."

"University"and
"San Diego" are
different sizes

University of San Diego

"This new proposed logo represents un
inspired attempt to rebrand the university.
Rather than differentiating the brand from
that of other local universities, this logo
creates further ambiguity. The current logo
is a better brand statement Rebranding
should emphasize the unique qualities
of this university via a well defined and
arranged logo."

boring typeface
The Students of Visual Communications
ARTV300

"I don't agree with changing the logo
at all. The USD logo holds prestige, its
sophisticated, is recognizable, as well as,
functional. With the new proposed logo,
it looks as if anyone could've designed it
within two minutes."

"of" is unproportional
to other words;
.. awkward italics

After seeing the new USD logo appear in The Vista two weeks ago, our Visual Communications
class took it upon ourselves to create alternative logos for the school. USD's former logo has
been a distinct symbol for the school and is successfully designed, and to replace it with this
new design is just crazy. Not only did students in the art department immediately shun the new
logo, but feedback from students all around campus has been just as negative. We have done
extensive research on our competitor's logos, typefaces, and the importance of size and legibility

"The new logo is so lame, the text is really
boring too. The dome on it doesn't even
look like the Immaculata and you cant
even see the cross. I like the logo we have
now, but if we need a new one, this logo
shouldn't be it."

in relation to how small the logo will need to be printed. From this research, we have come up
with some important critiques of the new logo. The new logo has similar typeface to UCSD, and

SAN DIEGO STATE
UNIVERSITY

the Immaculata structure is close to Notre Dame's dome icon. Also, Balboa Park's Museum of
Man carries an almost identical dome-like building on top of it's type. When printing the logo
on a small scale like a letterhead or business card, the cross on the Immaculata will be lost. The
Catholic cross is an important icon and identifying factor to the USD community making this

"I think that the new logo would not look
good on the back of my car. I love my
USD sticker on my car, and this one would
be super awkward. Even on a sweatshirt
this logo would look tacky."

flaw something that cannot be overlooked. These are just a few of the new logo's flaws, but we
also have to mention that the typeface and spacing of the letters are just boring. The existing
logo is familiar and loved by the USD community, but we think that the revised logo will not
get the same recognition and positive response. If revamping the logo is die task at hand here,
• <*

SAN DIEGO
MUSEUM OF MAN

our alternative logos should be considered. Why did the University decide to outsource the
design work to an off-campus group when we have capable visual design students on campus?

University of San Dieao

The new USD design is missing balance as well as meaning.
The font is uninteresting and the cross is too small. In my
design, I used the Immaculata church dome emphasizing
on the cross since it is, after all, a Catholic University.

(DESIGN IDEAS FROM VISUAL
COMMUNICATIONS STUDENTS)

Lea Abeyta

UNIVERSITY OF SAN DIEGO
I wanted to keep a simple type, but the white accents give
the logo some interest. Also, I updated the design of the
cross and incorporated the Immaculata as a simple yet very
"USD" symbol.
Amanda Thomas

University of San Diego
I wanted to make the USD logo look more established and
recognizable in comparison with the new proposed design. I
wanted to maintain USD's well-known Catholic tradition so I
included the cross as a prominent feature. I don't think that the
old USD logo needed to be changed; however, if a new design
had to be chosen, I think my design would make a good match.
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Take a stand

USD to launch new e-mail server
Katie Wallace
Staff Writer

Patrick Brady
Camnus FOPIIS Friitn

Rape happens on college campuses
nationwide. As 1 reflect on the hor
rific crimes that take place on seemingly
quaint and protected campuses such as
USD, I can't help but recall a moment
from my childhood. When I was six years
old, my sister was a sophomore at Mercy
High School in Burlingame, Calif. A year
away from attaining her driver's license,
my sister would regularly ride public
transit to and from school, perhaps to
distinguish her growing independence
as a young teen.
One day, my sister happened to notice
a suspicious young man staring at her
from the back of the bus. Needless to
say, she was relieved to reach her stop,
only to discover that the suspicious man
was also getting off. She began to walk
normally in an attempt to remain calm
but found that the man had started to
follow her. Quickly the pursuit became
an aggressive chase, which prompted my
sister to engage in a hard sprint home.
Fearing that she would not reach our
home before the man could trap her, my
sister entered a vacant, neighbor's home,
which was miraculously unlocked. As
luck would have it, the neighbor's Do
berman shot out of the house and chased
the assailant away, freeing my sister to
return home and call for help.
I will never forget the absolute fear I
witnessed in my sister's eyes when she
burst through the door that afternoon. I
will also never forget the helplessness
I felt, being an innocent youngster who
didn't know how to help his big sister
whom he loved. As a six-year old I
didn't have the physical means to pro
tect my sister, nor myself, from the evils
of society, a vulnerability I still struggle
with today.
As a senior on this campus this par
ticular fall semester I have witnessed
a similar deflation of spirit in the air. I
have seen this feeling of disillusionment
as students walk across campus with
their heads hung and in the troubled
eyes of my female staffers. Again, I feel
like the six-year old Patrick who didn't
know how to help his sister in her time
of need. It occurs to me that perhaps my
male-student contemporaries may also
be wondering what they can do to help.
As men of this school, we should be out
raged by the fact that rape happens on
our campus and we should do whatever
is in our power to help those impacted
by the events. Though we can't undo the
vicious actions that are perpetrated by
members of our gender, we can stand in
solidarity with the women of our campus
who have experienced or are in fear of
experiencing sex crimes.
Today, at 12:00 p.m., in front of the
UC, students are organizing a rally en
titled "Expose rape: take a stand." If
you're a male who is concerned about
rape and its presence on college campus
es, I strongly suggest that you attend.

pbrady@usdvista.com

Technology Services Department will
work to move over all the information
from Horde to Mira-point.
This new system differs from Horde
in that it is an appliance designed spe
cifically for e-mail, where as Horde
is a server, capable of doing various
processes.
Mira-point is expected to provide

On Dec. 2, 2006 USD will be per
manently shutting down the Horde
email server and launching a new
email server called Mira-point.
Given the recent and continuous
failures of the Horde email server
at USD, many had questioned
whether they could continue
to use the system in the future.
Those who do not regularly
check their emails on Horde
may have neglected to notice the
constant crashing of the email
server's system during this fall
semester.
In an age when people are
extremely dependent on their
e-mail account as a source of
communication, it's clear that
students are in need of a reliable
system. Several students at USD
have been outspoken about the
instability of the Horde system
which has prompted the uni
versity to seek a serviceable
alternative.
Horde has been the
main email server at
USD for many years
It was initially chosen
as freeware, which
the university up
graded every few
years. However,
as
technol
ogy advanced, the system failed to 99.999 percent availability to students
adequately adjust to increased usage, who log-in as well as exceptional
which has paved the way for a better safety, a vast improvement from the
existing Horde system.
system.
Many students are unaware of this
During the first weekend of Dec.,
for several hours, the Information future conversion. However, they will

be happy to know that the university
has finally addressed their concerns.
"I had no idea we were even getting
a new e-mail system," senior, Nicole
Loeffler said. "I think if it's better than
Horde, it's a great idea."
The new system will look very simi
lar to Microsoft's Outlook Express and
students will now have access to their
own personal calen
dar, a task list, address
book, e-mail and a
I program that allows
users to download
mail to their existing
Outlook box.
"Mira-point is a
better product and
overall appliances are
easier to maintain and
are more reliable,"
Doug Burke, Director
of Network System
Operations said.
Mira-point is known
to be a reliable prod
uct and other uni
versities such as
San Diego State
and
Fordham
currently
use
it. Even the
United States
Secret Ser
vice uses
M i r a point for
their
ASHT0N TESKEAHE VISTA
daily email use. Soon, Horde will be a distant
nightmare and students will no longer
have to worry about losing emails,
missing assignments and being unable
to contact professors.

H

International students demonstrate elements of their heritage

ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA

Premmanat Vairabhya practices Thai boxing for the attendees of the Internation Education Fair on Tuesday in the UC.
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Administrator hosts monthly coffee-talk with students
Natalie Zanzucchi
Editor in Ohipf
Located in the bottom
corner of Maher Hall, Aromas
coffee shop is home to diligent
studiers, gossip lovers, dance
music enthusiasts and admin
istrators?
Carmen Vasquez, Vice Pres
ident of Student Affairs hosted
the second "Conversation with
Carmen" on Monday, Nov. 13.
The number of students pres
ent at the second conversation
nearly doubled from five to
nine, according to Julie Mattingly, Director of Student Af
fairs Initiatives, who organized
the informal meetings.
"I'm passionate about har
nessing a student voice," Mattingly said.
Vasquez, who came to USD
a mere 15 months ago, shares
this desire. She has committed
herself to actively listening to
students. "[These conversa
tions are] so I can get to know
what's on your mind," Vasquez
told the nine students present
for Monday's conversation.
At the first "Conversation"
students discussed tradition
and school spirit at USD.
They also discussed the everpresent parking problem on
campus, the proposed second
year living requirement and

weekend campus closures.
Mattingly also explained that
Oct.'s "Conversation" delved
only slightly into discussion
about the recent crimes in Mis
sion Beach.
The second "Conversation"
was attended by a graduate
student, a law student, a sopho
more transfer student, two
juniors (one a member of the
Greek community), one fresh
man and three seniors.
The focus of the open-forum
conversation was student activ
ities. Discussion began as one
student read a letter she had
written addressed to adminis
tration explicating the neces
sity for a Mission Beach tram.
Vasquez quickly responded to
the request with the promise
of contacting the correct of
ficials and getting back to the
student.
Vasquez also stressed the
importance of students raising
issues with USD's Space Com
mittee. She explained that the
committee needs a "student
voice to raise issues."
Discussion
returned
to
the Space Committee when
Vasquez addressed student
concern about the increase
in the student health fee. She
explained the increase would
be used to help support the
creation of a new position of

ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA
Vice President of Student Affairs Carmen Vasquez sits down to talk with students in Aromas for the
second "Conversation with Carmen."

health educator and to increase
nursing and psychiatrist hours.
An increase in primary care
services on campus could also
help reduce rates for student
insurance. The creation of a
Comprehensive Health Center
was proposed during discus
sion, which lead conversation
back to the Space Committee.
The same suggestion was
made by Vasquez in regards to
creating more student lounge
space on campus, more out
lets around campus to support
increased portable computer
usage and the graduate stu

dent's desire to create a grad
student and faculty only pub on
campus.
Conversation continued past
the hour of scheduled time as it
turned from issues of space and
limited course options to the
phenomenon of sexual assault.
Students outraged at the fact
that rape and sexual assault
happen on this campus and in
the greater San Diego commu
nity in general spoke in earnest
with Vasquez.
"Not only do we need to
have a female voice, but a male
voice. The culture of [rape] is

that it is an act of violence and
an act of power," Vasquez said.
She shared with students her
hope for the development of a
curriculum on this campus that
changes this culture and takes a
public stand against it.
"Together we can empower
students to get out there and
make a difference," Vasquez
said.
And that is exactly what
"Conversations with Carmen"
do. They provide an opportu
nity for students to raise their
concerns and a forum in which
an administrator will listen.

My Day w i t h S e t h
Theo Nikolakopulos
finest Writer

—lA

As a sophomore, I am be
ginning to understand how
important it is to have choices,
especially when I observe
faculty and students that have
made a conscious decision to
take on risks, make bold moves
and believe in possibilities.
Little did I know that an
alum, who embodied all of
these characteristics, Seth
O'Byrne, lived just a few steps
away from my Mission Beach
home.
Seth recently invited me
to visit his office and observe
what he does for a living.
Seth's genuine demeanor in
trigued me, so I drove to the
village in La Jolla after my
Wednesday classes.
When I arrived, I immedi
ately took notice of his Spanish
style office with a prominent,
red tile roof and immense
copper RE/MAX Associates
sign that hangs in the front.
Seth's office was very im
pressive, as it stands nearly
forty feet over the ocean, peer
ing down on the breaking surf

which ranges from Windansea
to Del Mar.
Seth came out with two cups
of water and seemed quite relaxed for a businessman. Seth
started working in real estate
about four years ago.
He mentioned that the
Burnham-Moores Real Estate
Institute at USD lined him up
with several internships. The
institute helped him get a job
with both a commercial real
estate company and a property
management company within
the same year.
Seth pursued executives at
UTC and met the big hitters
of real estate in San Diego. In
fact, Seth worked three internships his junior and senior year
at USD, while also working at
RE/MAX on the weekends to
save money for his start in real
estate.
Four years later, Seth hired
an agent to help manage the
business, a full-time assistant
and two part-time marketing
assistants. Seth is actively
looking for two more agents
to add to the O'Byrne Team
this spring. Seth specifically
looks to hire University of San

Diego students and alums,
"I focus on USD because
the university played a major
role in introducing me to both
the industry and the people
who make it what it is in real
estate," Seth said.
Seth further explained that
his perspective on real estate
is all about availability,
"Dr. Rivetti once said, in
one of my real estate principles classes at USD, that it's
still as simple as supply and
demand," Seth said. " I know
that as long as San Diego is
jammed up against the ocean
and people keep on producing
more people, homes will be
in high demand; high demand
means high prices; scarcity is
the main driving force."
It was a pleasure meeting
Seth, and I enjoyed sharing
jokes and talking about the
business he has built around
USD. Meeting him and observing his character has helped
me recognize how important
it is to spend our college years
exploring and taking risks,
Graduating from a good
school doesn't guarantee anything. At the same time,

places like USD grant oppor
tunities that not everyone has
that we should be thankful
for.
"It has always made good
sense to me that if you work
hard and remember where
you're from that those people
who know what you're about
will want to share in your
cause," Seth said.

COURTESY OF SETH O'BYRNE
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Thank you for
food, America.

Arts & Culture
Andrew Marzoni Arts & Culture Editor

amarzoni@usdvista.com

No Fiasco ensues at Chicago rap
per's debut concert in San Diego
Christie Osborne

Staff Writer

Andrew Marzoni
Arts & Culture Friitnr

We Americans like food. Alot. In
fact, we have created an entire holiday
essentially based on eating: Thanks
giving. Sure, when Abraham Lincoln
declared Thanksgiving a national holi
day in 1863, the intent was just what
the name implies - a day dedicated to
giving thanks.
However, we all know that Thanks
giving is about giving thanks just as
much as Christmas is about Jesus'
birthday. On Christmas, we worship
capitalism more than anything. On
Thanksgiving, we worship gluttony.
And that's fine. From what I un
derstand, December 25 probably isn't
the exact day Jesus was born. And in
all reality, the only thing the Pilgrims
were thankful for is the fact that the
Native Americans taught them how to
grow maize before they were brutally
slaughtered by their colonialist neigh
bors. Though I don't by any means
advocate genocide, I'm a big fan of
com.
Let's be honest, we like turkey,
mashed potatoes, stuffing, cranber
ries and pumpkin pie - we like copi
ous amounts of it. We like to stuff
our mouths so full that, according to
Jim O'Connor of the Food Network's
"The Secret Life of...," it would take
a twenty-mile ran to bum off all of
the calories consumed on the fourth
Thursday of November every year.
We dedicate an entire day to cooking
a meal which we will ingest to the
point of severe abdominal discomfort
(which may or may not last for sev
eral days), to the point that a new fall
wardrobe (two sizes bigger) may be
necessary and to the point that there's
a very good chance we will all fall
soundly asleep by 7:30 p.m.
We rationalize our lust for turkey
by calling Thanksgiving a family
time, but if this family time actually
takes place, it certainly isn't during the
actual meal. This is because we're all
so eager to spit out some trite thing
that others expect us to be thankful
for and then fill our plates three, four, •
five times until our stomachs are gen
erously stocked up for the months of
December, January and February.
I love you, America. I love that
you've given me an excuse to overin
dulge in meat and potatoes and spend
an entire day drinking beer and watch
ing football, all on the pretense that its
in the spirit of family and thankfulness!
You're great America. I'm thankful for
you ... and of course, the pecan pie.

So you call yourself a hip-hop fan,
but you say you haven't heard of Lupe
Fiasco? Or maybe his name sounds
vaguely familiar since he's on a Kanye
West track. Well, I'm here as a relative
hip-hop amateur to warn you that if you
want to save face in the quick-paced
world of spitting rhymes, you better wise
up lickety split to this Chi-town rapper
who, along with former collaborator
West, looks to save the face of hip-hop.
Lupe Fiasco—ne Wasalu Muham
mad Jaco—was raised Muslim in the
west end of Chicago with eight brothers
and sisters. After working with hip-hop
group Da Pak, he released a single, "Pop
pop," in 2001 on Arista Records and
worked with various artists on certain
songs.
In 2004, Fiasco caught the attention
of major record labels and was signed
to Atlantic in conjunction with his own
label, 1st & 15th records, despite courting
by Def Jam president Jay-Z.
In March 2006, Fiasco's highly antic
ipated debut for Atlantic, entitled "Food
& Liquor," was leaked, stimulating buzz
among the bloggers. Since then, Fiasco
has become synonymous with the "skate
rap" phenomenon due to his first single,
the skate anthem "Kick Push," which
chronicles a kid looking for love and a
place to board.
The album, released on Sept. 19,
2006, has reached the top of Billboard's
Rap Album charts, the number slot on
Top R&B Hip Hop Albums, and the
number eight slot on Billboard's Top
200 Albums and makes use of samples
by such disparate artists as Burt Bacharach and Dexter Wenzel. Fiasco em
ploys the aid of fellow hip-hoppers and

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/LUPEFIASC0

Chicago rapper Lupe Fiasco performed at Cane's in Mission Beach last Saturday night.

singers Gemini, Jill Scott, Sarah Green
and even Mr. Sean Carter, who crossed
label lines to guest emcee.
Last Sat., Lupe Fiasco charmed a
packed Cane's audience eager to fi
nally experience his live show after he
cancelled his Street Scene set this Aug.
Following sets by openers Those Dang
Robinsons, Deep Rooted and DJ Fingaz,
Fiasco took the stage to a dub of the intro
from "F&L" and dove right into a set of
album tracks and unreleased songs.
He sampled from Gorillaz's "Feel
Good Inc." to raucous acclaim from
the audience and energetically took on
album songs like "Hurt Me Soul," which
has Fiasco taking on the solipsistic blues
("My mom can't feed me/ my boyfriend

beats me/1 have sex for money/ the hood
don't love me/ the cops wanna kill me,"
etc.) of most hip-hop songs in conjunc
tion with real issues that the world faces
like the Israeli occupation, terrorism,
telephone monitoring, "Brazilian ado
lescent disarmament" and "string theory
ponderin."
The high point of the concert how
ever, was his performance of the new
single "I Gotcha" which made the whole
crowd dance to the salsa style beats and
catchy chorus. The concert wrapped up
as Fiasco danced his way around the
tiny stage through the closing number
and the crowd spilled out into the park
ing lot with his beats resonating in their
ears.

With an all-star cast and a relevant message,
"Babel" deserves the Oscar-buzz it has received
Adie Ludwig

Staff Writer
People in Morocco, Tokyo, San
Diego and Mexico are all interconnect
ed through one tragic event, yet they are
never in the physical presence of each
other. The title of Alejandro Gonzalez
Inarritu's (director of "21 Grams") raw
new film, "Babel," perfectly describes
the film, a confused mixture of sounds
and voices.
The story begins in the desert, with
a Moroccan father who buys a rifle to
keep jackals from eating his goats. He
must go away, so he leaves his young
sons in charge of the rifle. Left alone,
the boys shoot at a tourist bus that holds
Richard (Brad Pitt) and Susan (Kate
Blanchett). Susan is shot in the neck
and everyone hastily believes that it's a
terrorist group.
Four hours away from the nearest
hospital, Richard asks the bus driver

to take Susan to the next town to find a
doctor. Meanwhile, he must deal with
the rest of the tour bus group who want
to leave him and injured Susan behind.
The French, American and British tour
ists are too worried about their own
safety, and they completely distrust the
kind townspeople.
Back in America, Amelia, the nanny
of Richard and Susan's children, finds
out about the incident, but she must go to
Mexico for her son's wedding. Unable
to find a sitter for the day, Amelia takes
the children with her and her nephew,
Santiago (Gael Garcia Bernal).
On their way back to America, the
inebriated Santiago aggravates the cus
toms officer who is already suspicious
of the blond children in the back seat.
Across the sea in Tokyo, a story of
an angst-ridden, sexually frustrated and
deaf teenager unfolds. She is introduced
in a volleyball match that is lost due to
her short-temper. This story takes the

longest to figure out its relevancy, but it
is equally important.
The film involves emotional distress,
miscommunication and flaws of society,
including the Moroccan police, who
beat an innocent man, and the criminal
treatment Amelia receives from the au
thorities.
Brad Pitt and Cate Blanchett prove
their acting skills by giving great perfor
mances alongside the virtually unknown
cast. Babel flows seamlessly despite its
complexity, but the ending doesn't have
closure like traditional Hollywood end
ings. Many may be uncomfortable with
the somber feeling that is experienced
after the film.
The themes in "Babel" are universal
among diverse people across the globe.
Inarritu has the ability to evoke emotion
from the audience through the realis
tic situations, and that is what makes
"Babel" a great movie worthy of its
Oscar-buzz.
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For cheap eats, look no further
San Diego's top ten most inexpensive and tasty restaurants
Sam Woolley
Staff Writer
San Diego is home to a variety of
great (and cheap) restaurants of which
you may or may not be aware. What fol
lows are the ten best moderately-priced
eateries San Diego has to offer.
The Big Kitchen
This is the best and most entertain
ing place to eat in San Diego. If local
treasure (and Big Kitchen owner) Judy
"The Beauty" is on duty, she will make
your morning with some singing, danc
ing and great conversation. Last time I
ate here Judy and my group of friends
discussed the political messages of the
TV show "Dinosaurs" and Judy had the
whole place singing along to India Arie.
The food is awesome and the kitchen is
the perfect place to come for breakfast.
Rated by "Bon Appetite" magazine as
one of America's finest neighborhood
restaurants, Big Kitchen is known for
good politics, good food and the best
vibe in town. 3003 Grape Street, Golden
Hills.
Phil's BBQ
This Mission Hills landmark is
famous for having the best BBQ in San
Diego. "944" magazine gave it awards
for best lunch and takeout in the city.
Try the "rib and chickless" to get a well
rounded feel of the normal fare at Phil's.
It includes ribs, boneless chicken breast
and your choice of two sides (such as
fries, coleslaw, beans, macaroni salad,
etc.). You order at the counter, but you
should generally expect a line out the
door. The wait is most certainly worth it
for the food. 4030 Goldfinch Street, Mis
sion Hills.
Ono Sushi
Easily the best sushi in San Diego,
Ono's is known for its vast menu and in
novative creations. The staff is extremely
friendly and always willing to help first-

time sushi eaters with good choices. Go
for Happy Hour and get rolls for two
bucks. If you aren't a fan of fish, there is
a wide selection of Japanese/Pacific Rim
entrees with beef and chicken. The deco
rations and music are also great. If you
love good, fresh sushi, Ono's is the place
to go. 1236 University Ave, Hillcrest.
Bronx Pizza
The pizza at Bronx is unmatched. The
pies are all thin crust New York style and
they use only the best ingredients. Most
of the guys that work at Bronx are actu
ally from the city, adding to the vibe of
the place. The walls are plastered with
just about every boxer in history and
seating is pretty limited (but the place is
cozy). Try the Whitestone Spinach (with
mozzarella, ricotta, spinach, garlic and
parmesan) or the Porko (with pepperoni,
red sauce, meatball, sausage and moz
zarella). Like Phil's, Bronx always has a
line out the door. 111 Washington Street,
Hillcrest.
Saffron Chicken
You know the food here is good be
cause owner Su-Mei Yu is a friend of
Martha Stewart. Saffron is best described
as Thai fast-food and is famous for its
chicken (like the name says). The Pad
Thai is excellent and so is the chicken,
but if you want to try something a little
different go with one of the specials
plastered on the bright papers to the right
of the register. If you bring your own
containers, plates, napkins, utensils, etc.
for takeout they will give you 10 percent
off; they are doing their best to prevent
waste and conserve trees. 3731 India
Street, San Diego.
Pokez
The walls of this eclectic, downtown
Mexican hipster-haven are plastered with
art by friends and family of the owners.
Pokez has a good, big menu and includes
plenty of veggie/vegan options. Some
claim bad service, but I have never expe
rienced anything but friendly and engag

ing servers who tell stories. Very popular
for lunch and dinner alike, Pokez is the
kind of place you feel special for know
ing about. 947 E Street, Downtown.
San Diego Chicken Pie Shop
The Chicken Pie Shop offers the big
gest meal in the city for the cheapest
price. You can get a full spread (soup,
potatoes, veggies, a roll, coleslaw,
chicken or beef and a dessert) for only
six dollars. This place has been around
for over 50 years and is a favorite of se
niors and hipsters alike. 2633 El Cajon
Blvd, North Park.
Leilani's
If you are looking for some good
food after a rough night, this is the place
to go. Tucked away in a little house
on Cass Street in PB, Leilani's offers
Hawaiian grinds about ten times better
than Da Kines on Mission. Order a Loco
Moco (two eggs, rice, hamburger patty
and brown gravy) or the healthier Acai
Bowl (acai berries, yogurt, granola, ba
nanas, honey, etc.) and enjoy the patio.
509 Cass Street, Pacific Beach.
Urban Mo's
Formerly named Hamburger Mary's,
Mo's carries on the tradition of amazing
burgers created by its predecessor. Get
a burger and sit out on the patio where
music is always playing. Mo's atmo
sphere rivals the food; it's a good place
to go when you feel lively. For those of
you over 21, Mo's is known to have a
good bar as well. 308 University Ave,
Hillcrest.
Bud's Louisiana Food Shoppe
If you like good Cajun food then
Bud's is the place for you. The restau
rant is very small, making for a cozy
atmosphere. The jambalaya and po' boy
sandwiches are delicious. The staff is
friendly and talkative and the location is
prime. This is a good place for adventur
ous eaters who like spice in their food.
2034 Kettner, Little Italy.
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CMJ facili
tates a CBGB
retrospective
Christie Osborne
Staff Writer
Two weeks ago, I had the opportu
nity to attend any music nerd's dream,
the 26th annual CMJ Music Marathon
in Manhattan. CMJ (College Music
Journal) has been bringing the best
and brightest up and coming art
ists to college radio for nearly three
decades. Each year they play host to
over a thousand artists and nearly a
hundred panels on the state and future
of the industry where all interested in
independent music can come together
to learn and celebrate. This year's
panel had a lineup that, as a lover of
all things punk, I was sure to attend—
CBGB: The Ultimate Reunion.
In case you haven't heard, legend
ary punk venue CBGB (which ironi
cally stands for country, bluegrass
and blues) has closed its doors. Yes,
all those shirts you have seen (CBGB:
OMFUG "Home of Underground
Rock") do actually mean something.
Owner and founder Hilly Kristal was
unable to resolve a dispute with the
Bowery Resident's Committee, he
was sued for $91,000 in back rent.
This resulted in a further dispute
where Kristal was asked for an ex
orbitant amount of money to buy
the property after he was unable to
acquire landmark status from the city
of New York.
CBGB—located on Bleecker and
Bowery St. near the Village—was the
mecca of punk for the United States
with various semi-house bands in
cluding The Ramones, Patti Smith,
Talking Heads, the Heartbreakers, Blondie, etc. who commonly
performed at the tiny venue which
initially opened as a biker bar. Since
See CBGB, page 16

Editor's Picks Event Calendar 11/16 - 11/29
Saturday, November 18

Sunday, November 19

Tuesday, November 21

The Rapture @
Brick by Brick (21+)
1130 Buenos Avenue
San Diego, California 92110

Lady Sovereign @
House of Blues (21+)
1055 5th Avenue
San Diego, California 92101

She Wants Revenge
Pretty Girls Make Graves @
House of Blues (18+)
1055 5th Avenue
San Diego, California 92101
Straylight Run @
Soma (All Ages)
3350 Sports Arena Boulevard
San Diego, California 92110

WWW.MYSPACE.COM/THERAPTURE
The Rapture plays at Brick by Brick this Sat.

Wednesday, November 22

Saturday, November 25

Tuesday, November 28

"Volver" opens @
Landmark Hillcrest Cinemas
3965 5th Avenue
San Diego, California 92103

Mates of State @
The Epicentre (All Ages)
8450 Mira Mesa Boulevard
San Diego, California 92126

The Blood Brothers
...Trail of Dead @
House of Blues (21+)
1055 5th Ave.
San Diego, California 92101
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Maher students broadcast internet talk show
"Mach Talk" costars profess their love for "America's Next Top Model" and chai tea via YouTube
Mark Heisey
Copy Fditor
From their triple room on
the third floor of Maher, two
USD freshmen broadcast their
uniquely formatted talk show,
called "Mach Talk," via the
web site YouTube.
"The first show was just us
being retarded," said Michael
Ahmad, a host on the show. For
the most part, that's the format
they've decided to stick with.
The show features Michael,
along with co-host Bryce
Davis, talking about anything
from emo kids to their halfnaked roommate Casey Potter
(known on "Mach Talk" as
Grandpa Joe) to how their
noses always seem to emit a
torrential downpour of snot
during tests.
Their most talked about
subject, though, is "America's
Next Top Model" (or "ANTM"
as it is often called on "Mach
Talk"), of which they are both
huge fans.
When I asked them if their
devotion to the show was just
a persona for "Mach Talk,"
Michael was quick to show me
his Windows Media Player li

MARK HEISEY/THE VISTA
Freshmen Michael Ahmad, Casey Potter and Bryce Davis of "Mach Talk," broadcast from Maher.

brary, which is filled with epi
sodes of the show. According
to Michael and Bryce, "Mach
Talk" is about the hosts just
being themselves.
"We're a little bit exagger
ated on camera, but the way
we talk to each other and other

people is how we talk in real
life," Michael said.
The way they talk to each
other is what makes the show
hilarious. Energetic and ef
feminate a la Jiminy Glick, the
chai-sipping hosts feed off of
each other in a way that is hard

not to laugh at.
When asked what brought
about "Mach Talk," Michael
cited boredom as the main in
spiration.
"We were just bored so we
were like, 'Hmm, what could
entertain us constantly?"' Mi

chael said.
In keeping with the talk
show format, "Mach Talk" also
features special guests.
"We usually just pull some
one off of the sidewalk and
ask them if they want to be on
the show. We have had people
request to be on the show,"
Bryce said.
The duo has managed to
form a fan base on campus.
"We have a lot of people
saying, 'Oh my god, I love
your show,' and we don't really
know who they are, so it's kind
of scary," Bryce said.
All three roommates came
to USD from Denver, Colo.
Although Michael and Bryce
have been best friends since
second grade, this is the first
show that they have created.
"Originally the show was
called 'Michael Talk,' but we
decided we should change the
name since Bryce is on it too.
We decided on Mach talk, like
mach three, because we talk
really fast," said Michael.
"Mach Talk" is broadcasted
every weeknight. It can be
viewed on YouTube, and the
show also has its own Facebook group.

CBGB: Punk reunion
seems to come too soon
CBGB, continued

Christie Osborne's
Andrew Marzoni's
Top 10 Songs to dance to
Top 10 Songs to dance to
"TKO" - Le Tigre
"Daft Punk Is Playing at My House" - LCD Soundsystem
"Let the Poison Spill" - The Faint
"Sister Savior" - The Rapture
"Like Eating Glass" - Bloc Party
"What Katie Did" - The Libertines
"Down on the Corner" - Creedence Clearwater Revival
"Make Up" - Elefant
"Insomnia" - Bob Skizzum
"Ooh La La" - The Faces
"Easy Love" - MSTRKRFT
"One More Time" - French Kicks
"Fire" - The Sounds
"Love and Happiness" - A1 Green
"One More Time" - Daft Punk
"Wasted Time" - Kings of Leon
"Chemical, Chemical" - Pretty Girls Make Graves
"Seventeen" - Ladytron
"Like a Pen" - The Knife
This Charming Man" - The Smiths

it became famous with the
punk revolution, CBGB played
host to innumerable up and
coming as well as established
acts, and upon closing on Oct.
15, Kristal plans to pack up
everything, including the walls
and the urinals, and move to
Las Vegas.
CMJ thought it appropriate
to bring together those who
made CBGB the marvel that it
was and have them reminisce
on the importance of the venue
not only in their lives, but in
the lives of thousands of fans
and the venue's influence on
the music industry. The panel
featured Kristal, Mary Harron
(filmmaker, formerly of "Punk"
Darryl
Jenifer
magazine),
(bassist of Bad Brains), Mickey
Leigh
(musician,
author),
Tommy Ramone (drummer
of The Ramones), Chris Stein
(Blondie guitarist) and Legs
McNeil (founder of "Punk" and
famed journalist). After reading
the lineup, I couldn't believe
that all these people would be
in the same place at the same
time. These are the legends that
I listen to, read and watch on

music documentaries.
I showed up for the panel
and took a seat ready for some
sort of revelation. Turns out the
reunion came too soon. Most
of the panelists were bitter
and remorseful concerning the
closure of CBGB and had not
reached a state of acceptance.
Stein lamented the corruption in
N.Y. real estate and the apathy
of the younger generations.
McNeil and Kristal lashed out
at questions from the audience,
not wishing to discuss the future
of the venue—which as it turns
out will be in downtown Vegas
(not on the strip). Jenifer mainly
told stories and laced every few
sentences with the fact that the
Bad Brains was a black punk
band from D.C.
The hour-long panel overall
felt flat, and after turning the
panel to the audience in the first
twenty minutes, scaring away
questioners, the panelists were
left to go over final thoughts
concerning the venue in gen
eral. They all simply repeated
their opening statements, and
this audience member was left
disappointed, most especially
with the acidic attitudes of these
so-called punks.
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Reviews in brief: four new albums you don't want to miss
Christie Osborne
Staff Writer

The Blow
"Paper Television"

Scissor Sisters
"Ta-Dah!"

..Trail of Dead
"So Divided"

Damien Jurado
"And Now That I'm
in Your Shadow"

The Seattle acoustic songbird is
back with his eighth full length album
released on Secretly Canadian records.
ANTIIYS soars just like every other
album, and the listener is left wonder
ing how someone can change so little
stylistically over the course of ten years
and still manage to produce soul-jar
ring emotional albums. "There Goes
Your Man" works to isolate Jurado's
vocals and carries the power of songs
from 2005's "On My Way to Absence,"
and "What Were the Changes" features
the harmony found on 2003's "Where
Shall You Take Me?"
Bottom line: What are you waiting
for? Pick up any of his albums and
change your life.

In her fifth EP released under the
name The Blow, Portland native
Khaela Maricich joins again with
Jona Bechtoldt to bring back catchy
pop lyrics and developed sing-song
melodies. The group made some noise
at CMJ that should turn into well-de
served buzz around the indie scene.
On this album songs pull together
tight synth keys and masterful vocals
for an all around good time. "Come
On Petunia" samples chorus lyrics
from the Police's "Every Little Thing
She Does Is Magic." Another album
highlight is the down-tempo "True Af
fection," which showcases Maricich's
sharp vocals that were made infamous
in her days as a member of the Micro
phones.
Bottom line: Catchy, happy, poppy.
Will put you in a good mood.

For those who like: M. Ward, Nick
Drake.

For those who like: Mates of State,
Apples in Stereo, Rilo Kiley.

c

Sophomore release from the glamrock piano-infused N. Y. quintet wavers
between club-ready dance tunes—the
ironically titled "I Don't Feel Like
Dancing" and "Kiss You Off—and
melodic meditations—"Intermission"
and "Land of a Thousand Words."
The album lacks the cohesiveness
of a truly great pop/rock album, but
there are some great tracks.
"Paul McCartney" makes for a great
pump-up song which should induce
random fits of dancing, and "She's My
Man" rocks like "Saturday's Alright
For Fighting."
Plus, Captain Fantastic himself,
Sir Elton John, pounds the keys for
"IDFLD."
Bottom line: Need to dance your
cares away? Look no further.

For those who like: Pretty Girls
Make Graves, The Futureheads, Elton
John.

Fans were upset over Interscope's
delayed release of the fifth LP from
the Austin indie rockers.
In response, the band took it upon
themselves to leak the album before
the Nov. 14 release date, and have
since allowed fans to stream the full
album on MySpace.
The album does not disappoint
and rocks from intro to end. While
this album doesn't improve on 2002's
"Source Tags & Codes" it's a step up
from their latest release. The stripped
down tracks are joined with some or
chestral strings, but this only heightens
the quality of music. The best song
is "Naked Sun" which pounds like a
classic Alice Cooper track.
Bottom line: An improvement on
"Worlds Apart," but not as good as
"Source Tags."

For those who like: Interpol, The
Black Keys.
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They get it Men's basketball edges UCSD in home opener
Anthony Gentile
Soorts Fditor

Anthony Gentile
Sports Fditor
In the closing minutes
of the USD football team's
56-14 win over Dayton, I
had the chance to chat with
Toreros' wide receiver Wes
Doyle on the sidelines.
Something that Wes told me
stuck out in my mind as I
left Torero Stadium.
"It would be a shame
to look at...our season as a
loss if we didn't make it,"
Doyle said. "We had a great
season. We won every game
we played in the regular
season."
Even though the Toreros
improved to 10-0 with their
win over the Flyers, the team
is still holding its breath
until Sunday. That's when
the 16-team I-AA playoff
bracket will be announced
on ESPNEWS.
The USD football team
has done everything that it
possibly could this season.
There is no doubt that this
team deserves a spot in the
playoffs.
If, for some reason, the
selection committee de
cides to leave USD out of
the bracket, I personally
will be very angry. There is
no reason that the Toreros
should be denied a playoff
berth.
But, taking a cue from
Doyle and his Torero team
mates, I will not be disap
pointed; there is no reason
to be.
All that this team has ac
complished and all of the
respect that it has earned
this season as the best nonscholarship team in I-AA
and one of the best teams
in all of I-AA cannot be for
gotten.
Even if the team con
cludes their season against
UC Davis on Nov. 23 and
against the Northeast Con
ference champion in the
Gridiron Classic on Dec.
2 instead of in the play
offs. The team has simply
worked too hard for its fans
to do that.
Whatever the Toreros'
fate is when the selection
committee makes its deci
sion Sunday, no disappoint
ment should be felt. This
is already a team that this
school is proud of.

The USD men's basket
ball team did win their home
opener against UCSD - but it
wasn't pretty.
The Toreros beat their Divi
sion II crosstown foe 74-69 on
Monday. It was a contest filled
with mistakes that was close
until the very end.
"I always like our team to
learn through winning," Tore
ros' head coach Brad Holland
said. "And we've got a lot to
learn."
The Toreros struggled in
a sloppy first half. USD and
UCSD combined for 26 turn
overs in the game's opening
20 minutes.
It appeared that the Toreros
would head into the break with
the lead. But UCSD's Robby
Peters had other ideas. Peters
hit a three-pointer at the buzzer
to put the Tritons up 34-33.
In the second half, USD
continued to struggle. The
Toreros trailed by seven in the
opening minutes of the half.
But the Toreros dug in and
began to turn things around.
USD battled back and claimed
the lead with 8:09 to play when

senior guard Kyle Price sunk
two free throws.
Another key to USD's
comeback was Ross DeRogatis. After attempting only one
shot in the first half, the senior
guard turned it on.
"Ross hit some big shots...
he hit some shots that we badly
needed to get us over the top,"
Holland said.
DeRogatis scored 16 of his
team-high 18 points in the
second half. He also made a
key three-pointer to put the
Toreros ahead by seven points
with 4:32 remaining.
But UCSD refused to go
away. The Toreros only led by
three points with 16.5 seconds
left.
"I really respect the way
UCSD played," Holland said.
"Their kids played their hearts
out."
After a timeout, two free
throws courtesy of sophomore
guard Brandon Johnson iced
the five-point
victory. The
Toreros improved to 1-1 after
losing their season opener at
Stephen F. Austin on Satur
day.
"Once our defense im
proves, I think our offense
will improve," Holland said.

SAFIYA G0VANIAHE VISTA

Senior forward Nir Cohen attempts a free throw against UCSD.
Cohen had 14 points and four assists in the Toreros' home opener.

"But we put so much pressure
on our offense because we're
taking the ball out of the net a
lot."

The Toreros hope to see that
improvement tonight as they
host NAIA opponent Point
Loma Nazarene at 7 p.m.

USD beats UC Riverside for 2-0 start USD alumna

Anthony Gentile
Sports Editor
Last season, it took the USD
women's basketball team five
games to get their second win.
What a difference a year makes.
"I think a lot of it is team
chemistry," junior point guard
Amanda Rego said. "We're
really playing together, every
one is playing their role."

USD improved to 2-0 by
rolling over UC Riverside in
their home opener 68-53. In
Tuesday's game, the Toreros got
off to a fast start and won going
away in the second half.
"Defensively we just took
them out of their rhythm early,"
Toreros' head coach Cindy
Fisher said, "and that allowed
our offense to get going off of
some easy turnovers."

RYAN BRENNAN/THE VISTA

Sophomore center Amber Sprague led the Toreros in their 68-53
win over UCR. Sprague had 22 points and eight rebounds.

Sophomore center Amber
Sprague keyed the Toreros' early
success. In the first four minutes
of the game, Sprague had eight
points.
"Amber's so hard to guard,"
Fisher said. "She's a big pres
ence inside, she can handle the
ball like a guard on the outside,
she can outrebound anybody."
Sprague had 16 points at
halftime. She finished the game
with 22 points, eight rebounds
and five blocks and helped the
Toreros to a 36-19 halftime lead.
The second half was a dif
ferent story. Hot shooting by
UC Riverside beyond the arc
brought the Highlanders back in
the game. USD only led by four
points with 3:30 to play.
"They just dug in and played
great defense," Fisher said.
The Toreros' defense tight
ened up, allowing only two
points in the final 6:50. This
defensive lockdown helped out
an offense that struggled in the
second half. USD ended up
cruising to a 15-point win.
Tuesday's game came four
days after the Toreros opened
the season with a 95-77 win at
Cal State Northridge. It is the
team's first 2-0 start since the
2002-2003 season.
"It feels great," Rego said.
"I've never started out on a win
ning streak in my career here the
past two years."

celebrated
in Classic

Anthony Gentile
Sports Fditor
The Army women's bas
ketball team started an annual
tradition to pay tribute to their
former coach and 1999 USD
alumna Maggie Dixon who
died suddenly in April 2006.
It came in the form of the first
annual Maggie Dixon Clas
sic, a pair of games Sunday at
West Point's Christl Arena.
"Today was something
we've had in the back of our
minds and thought about for
a long time," Army women's
head coach Dave Magarity
told the Army athletics web
site. "It was a special day."
Between the two games,
there was a ceremony in
honor of Dixon. Dixon's
family was presented with a
ring celebrating the 2005 Pa
triot League championship,
and banners were unveiled
that honored Dixon as con
ference coach of the year.
"We felt it was a great honor
to be involved in this whole
day and weekend," Ohio
State women's head coach
Jim Foster told the Army ath
letics website. "Maggie was a
terrific person."
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USD volleyball captures WCC championship
Toreros take second West Coast Conference crown in three years with sweep of Portland
Peter Byrne
Staff Writer
In its final WCC home game, the
USD volleyball team had a chance to
clinch the conference championship for
the second time in three seasons.
The I8th-ranked Toreros did exactly
that last Saturday. USD defeated Port
land in three games for the victory.
Prior to the game, four Torero se
niors were honored. The crowd showed
its appreciation for Ryan Maspero, a
former outside hitter who suffered a
career-ending injury in 2004, middle
hitter Christie Dawson, outside hitter
Kristen Carlson and outside hitter Laura
Murphy in their last conference home
game.
"The seniors have meant everything
to this team," head coach Brent Hilliard
said. "They're not only the most tal
ented group of seniors we've ever had
- they're also great role models for the
younger players."
Fittingly, it was a senior, Dawson,
who set the tone early for the Toreros,
recording four kills in the Toreros' first
six points. USD didn't look back, taking
the three games 30-22, 30-15 and 30-21
en route to the victory.
Dawson finished with nine kills in
thirteen attempts, while Carlson added
10 kills in 21 attempts. Murphy had
four kills to go along with four assists
and three digs.
"We executed well today," Dawson

said. "We didn't drop
down to the opponents'
level and we got con
tributions from every
one."
The Toreros' sweep
of the Pilots came two
days after they knocked
off Gonzaga. In the
four-game win at the
Jenny Craig Pavilion,
Dawson led the attack
with 22 kills.
The
win
over
Portland secures the
Toreros a berth in the
NCAA
tournament,
which kicks off on
COURTESY OF USD ATHLETICS
Dec. 1. Hilliard, who
The USD volleyball team celebrates its second WCC championship in three years. The Toreros clinched
took over for head
the championship by sweeping Portland on Saturday at the Jenny Craig Pavilion. The team plays its
coach Jennifer Petrie
regular season finale Tuesday at home against Cal State Fullerton.
earlier this season, said
the Toreros will use their remaining two to execute the things you've learned 16 and even further."
Dawson is even more optimistic
games to rest injured players, but also to throughout the year. It takes more heart
and character to win in the postsea about the Toreros' chances this postsea
improve in some areas.
son.
"Our team hasn't been playing its son."
"I think we can win a National Cham
The Toreros now wait to find out if
best recently," Hilliard said. "We need
to improve our blocking and we have to the selection committee will award them pionship," she said. "I'm not just saying
a home game in the tournament. The of that either - our chemistry can take us
fine tune the offense."
Dawson and the Toreros' seniors are ficial announcement will not come until to a national championship. Nobody in
in a familiar position. She was one of Nov. 26 on ESPNEWS, but the Toreros the country has the chemistry we do."
The Toreros (22-5 overall, 12-1
the key contributors on the 2004 team figure to have a strong chance of getting
that advanced to the Sweet 16. The out a home game with their high national WCC) are currently ranked 17th in the
nation. USD closes out conference play
side hitter said that things change come ranking and conference title.
"Hosting is a huge advantage," Hill Saturday at Santa Clara. Their last game
toumey time.
"No longer are you trying to improve iard says. "But even if we don't host, I of the season is at home, Tuesday at 7
as a team," Dawson said. "You have like our chances to get back to the Sweet p.m. against Cal State Fullerton.

FOOTBALL: Toreros ready for whatever comes their way
Football, continued

ADENA JANSEN/THE VISTA

Sophomore wide receiver Ben Hannula caught three passes for 29 yards in USD's
blowout win over Dayton.

Johnson even caught a touchdown
pass in Saturday's game, a 25-yard
halfback pass from sophomore J.T.
Rogan. He accounted for seven of the
Toreros' eight scores.
Johnson earned co-PFL Offensive
Player of the Week honors for his allaround performance. He shared the
honor with Drake running back Willie
Cashmore.
"Dayton is our rival," Johnson
said, "so you always got to step it up
a notch."
Everyone stepped up in a total team
effort. The Torero offense gained
584 yards, while the defense held the
Flyers to only 201 yards. The special
teams kept Dayton off the scoreboard
in the first half by blocking a 26-yard
field goal in the second quarter.
The USD defense was as dominant
as the offense, not allowing Dayton to
score until the third quarter. Junior de
fensive end Eric Bakhtiari led the To
reros' defense with seven total tackles
(one solo) and a sack.
The Toreros have now won four
games in a row against Dayton after
losing the first 10 meetings with their
PFL rival. The Toreros' 42-point victo
ry last Saturday was the most decisive
in the history of the series.
"We didn't want to lose any ground
that we had already taken," Harbaugh
said. "That was big in our players'
minds."
"We have something that they used

to have; that's dominance in the PFL."
USD finished their PFL slate 7-0. In
that span, the Toreros beat their oppo
nents by an average of 37.4 points.
The Toreros are ranked 14th in the
nation in this week's TSN top-25 poll.
Sixteen teams make the I-AA playoff
tournament.
"If you go by the rankings, then
we'd get picked," Harbaugh said.
"They shouldn't overlook us."
With the Big South Conference's
Charleston Southern falling 34-20 to
Liberty on Saturday, the USD foot
ball team has another distinction to be
proud of: the Toreros are now the only
undefeated team in Division I-AA.
"It feels great," Doyle said. "What
more can we ask for? We've won every
game; we do what we do."
The team certainly feels it should
not be left out of the I-AA playoffs.
The field will be announced on ESPNEWS on Sunday.
"Of course we feel like we deserve
it," Doyle said. "We feel like that's a
place that we should be at the end of
the year."
If the Toreros are left out of the
playoff picture, two games remain
on their schedule: a Nov. 25 game at
UC Davis and the Gridiron Classic on
Dec. 2. Johnson might not know who
the Toreros will play, but he is clear
about one thing.
"Whatever we got to do, we still got
games to play," Johnson said. "So we
need to stay on the gas pedal to finish
strong."
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Toreros ground Flyers in final home game
With future unknown, USD football wins fourth consecutive game over PFL rival
Anthony Gentile

Sports Editor
The USD football team
does not know if postseason
football lies in its future. But
right now, that doesn't matter.
"It's one of those things,"
junior wide receiver Wes
Doyle said, "where it's out of
our hands."
What is in the team's hands
is how it performs on the foot
ball field, where it has not let
up all season long.
That did not change Satur
day, as USD remained unbeat
en by Dayton 56-14 at Torero
Stadium.
"I think it's the best this
team has ever played," head
coach Jim Harbaugh said.
Fans packed Torero Sta
dium, and USD's final home
game of the season was a sell
out. The record crowd of 7,323
created an electric atmosphere
that the players fed off of.
"We've been waiting for
it," junior quarterback Josh
Johnson said. "And you felt
the energy level of our team
rise that much more because
of the fact that there were a lot
of people here watching."
That energy translated into

what Harbaugh said was an
explosion on both sides of the
ball.
The Toreros' offense found
the end zone on all five of
their first-half drives and the
defense had an interception
and forced three Dayton punts.
USD's explosiveness landed
them a 34-0 halftime lead and
complete control of the game.
Last Saturday's perfor
mance followed a pair of PFL
contests where the Toreros
were less dominant. Against
both Morehead State and
Jacksonville, USD trailed in
the first half before eventually
pulling away. Against Dayton,
the Toreros dominated once
again.
"In this game," Johnson
said, "we wanted to come out
and show that we played
bad, but we'll come back and
we'll finish strong at the right
time."
Johnson did it all on Satur
day. USD's junior signal caller
completed 26 of 31 passes for
316 yards and three touch
downs and rushed for 57 yards
and a pair of scores.
ADENA JANSENAHE VISTA

See Football, page 19

J.T. Rogan speeds past a Dayton defender on Saturday. The sophomore running back showed his ver
satility against the Flyers with 119 yards receiving, 75 yards rushing and a 25-yard touchdown pass.

Nov. 19th - Doors 8pm
Don't Miss Australia's Hottest exports performing their new Hit Single "THROW IT AWAY" as seen on CBS'
Rockstar Supernova

$12 www.ticketmaster.com
3105 Ocean Front Walk
San Diego, CA
www.jukekartel.com
www.myspace.com/jukekartel

NEW 2007 CHEVY AVEO With 37 EPA estimated highway MPG! And room to seat
five comfortably. The Chevy'" Aveo® Sedanis one surprisingly big car. And now, Aveo is backed
by the GM® 100,000 mile/5-year Powertrain Limited Warranty* Go big at chevyaveo.com
t

